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April 29, 2004 



EXTREMELY URGENT AND IMPORTANT 

SENT BY EXPRESS MAIL 



Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Re: Receipt of Documents from USPTO Not Belonging to our Company 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

In the past week, our office has received 12 Office Actions, 5 Notices of Allowance and 4 Issue 
Notifications for patent applications that are NOT the property of Emerson Electric Co. Under this cover 
letter, I am returning documents for the following patent application numbers: 



Application No. 


Tvoe of Document 


PTO Examiner 


10/389,749 


Office Action 


Saul Rodriguez 


10/440,102 


Office Action 


Savitri Mulpuri 


10/408,256 


Office Action 


Alexander O. Williams 


10/140,111 


Office Action 


Quoc Dinh Hoang 


1 0/233,432 


Office Action 


Jennifer M. Kennedy 


09/904,908 


Office Action 


Aaron M. Dunwoody 


10/147,044 


Office Action 


Bradley J. Van Pelt 


10/615,825 


Office Action 


Melanie Torres 


10/247,523 


Office Action 


Thanh V. Pham 


10/406,442 


Office Action 


Kiran B. Patel 


09/859,805 


Office Action 


David M. Fenstermacher 


10/477,539 


Office Action 


Dung Anh Le 


10/203,213 


Notice of Allowance 


Katherine A. Bareford 


10/156,772 


Notice of Allowance 


Matthew C. Landau 


1 0/1 54,822 


Notice of Allowance 


Dung T. Nguyen 


1 0/446,734 


Notice of Allowance 


Anh K. Phung 


10/667,505 


Notice of Allowance 


. Son T. Dinh 



I am also in receipt of four Issue Notifications for 10/153,525, 10/002,010, 10/238,775 and 
09/875,961. 

A quick review of a few patent applications leads me to believe our customer number has been 
used in place of the customer number for the Miles & Stockbridge law firm of McLean, Virginia. Please 
correct your records as soon as possible so the proper party can begin receiving their documents. a 

/ 
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Yasuhito Koike 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 
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&ffice Action Summary { 



Application No. 

10/615,825 / 



Examiner 

Melanie Torres 



Applicant(s) 

KOIKE ETAL 



Art Unit 

3683 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 July 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 t 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) [x] Claim(s) 7-78 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1121(d). 

1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

■ 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 04152004 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 5,825 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3683 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-6 and 12-18, drawn to a brake drum, classified in class 188, 
subclass 74. 

II. Claims 7-1 1 , drawn to a method for manufacturing a brake drum, 
classified in class 27, subclass 527.6. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The 

inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make other and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case, the drum can be made by casting. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

3. A telephone call was made to Mitchell Shapiro on April 14, 2004 to request an 
oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 

» 

traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 



Application/Control Number: 10/615,825 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 3683 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melanie Torres whose telephone number is (703)305- 
0293. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Lavinder can be reached on (703)308-3421 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




MT 

April 1 5, 2004 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE THE 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U.S. PATENT 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



The UmtedStates Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future tcr 

(1) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications (US patent 
references) with Office act.ons except for citations made during the international stage of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and those made during 
reexamination proceedings; and (2) provide electronic access to, with convenient downloading 
capability of, the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system which has a new feature called "E-Patent 
Reference." Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references with Office actions the 
Office shall test the feasibility of the E-Patent Reference feature by conducting a two-month pilot 
project starting with Office actions mailed after December I, 2003. The Office shall evaluate 
pilot project and publish the results in a notice which will be posted on the Office's web site 
(www.USPTO.rov ) and in the Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feature during the pilot period, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U.S. patent 
references with Office actions, the applicant must: (1) obtain a digital certificate from the Office 

(2) obtain a customer number from the Office, and (3) properly associate applications with the ' 
customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Office actions 
Paper copies of references will continue to be provided by the USPTO for searches and writtena " 
opinions prepared by the USPTO for international applications during the international stage asnd 
tor reexamination proceedings. 

Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U S Patent 
References 

On December 1, 2003, the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference, in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloading of U.S. patents and U S 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by am 
examiner on form PTO-892 in Office actions, asweil as U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdf) files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability from other USPTO systems. 



Thereafter 56 E * Patent Reference Feature During the Pilot Project and 



Access to pnvate PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't already have 
access to pnvate PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and applicants not represented by a 
practitioner, to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO Public Kev 
Infrastructure (PKQ digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer number, associate all of their 
pending and new apphcation filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 
Ompphed by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference feature and 
make appropnate arrangements for Internet access. The full instructions for obtaining a PKI 
digital I certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Business Center (EBC) web page at 
^^g^^ Note that a notarized signature ^ be P 4 uired tQ 

In , 8 o5 3 ^ST,? Number * download ™ d com P"ete the Customer Number Request form, PTO- 
SB 1 25 at: http://www.usnto, e ov/web/fomi S / s hOl^ p df The completed form can then be 
transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840, or mailed to the 
address on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, then your registration 
number must be associated with your customer number. This is accomplished by addling vour 
registration number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of JsociatinYa 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at- 
http://www.uspto.gov/ehc/r eeistration p airhimi 

E " P f e "n R f f rence feature wil1 be «*«*d "s^g a new button on the private PAIR screen 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application publication reference ; wi l bT 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference feature. The sSoTthe 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the download! time can 
be estimated Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of the references 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded as co^StT 

nsTn if- ?°, be P ° rtable D ° CUment Fonnat (pdf > flles " For a limited Period of time, the 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicants to u^e this 

new feature and if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be abl "to utilize this new 
feature dunng the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electronic access to cited U.S. patent and U S patent 
application publication references. While copies of U.S. patent and US. patent application 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed with Office actions during 
Tj!r? t P 7 C ? a P P , , cants m """"aged to use the private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
publication references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate its performance. The 
K ^ c f oura 8 ed t0 submit comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature dunng the pilot. Further, during the pilot period registered 

thTkTrtV^ apP ' iCa f n0t rCPreSented by 3 P ractitioner - are encouraged to experiment with 
u Jno T P 3 Pr0fic,enc y in us,n 8 the feat *re, and establish new internal processes for 

foXtr ?7 S l ° Clt fu U S - P3tentS md U S - patent a PP ,ication Publications to prepare 
for the anfcipated cessation of the current Office practice of supplying copies of such cited 



references. The Office plans to continue to provide access to the E-Patent Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 



Comments 



Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at eReferencaSWo pov 0 r 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made a vailable for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15,2004. ' 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers- 
customer serv,ce centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers and 

rTBCwL 0 m°PTO K UmberS '?* ^T l0aS Sh ° U,d bC SCnt t0 11,6 Electronic Busin «* Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
dunng examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 

as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

T ^ [< f bformation on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 

°7ot 308 SLT U K SPT ° 2I? - 9197 - ^ EBC ™» 3150 be COn * cted * f-simt T 

(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 



Effective May 1, 2003 



MnLnlf d * dre i S P rovided in this fl y er May 1. 2003 for any correspondence with the 
Un.ted States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to ' 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

afSrTvf imtZT"*™ ° C 2 °? 1 3nd P ° B ° X 2327 Ar,in 9 ton > VA 22202 addresses 
?nZ*?Z \l " y corres P° nd ence with the USPTO even if these old addresses are 

3Cti0n ° r **» ° r in «~ — ■ «"* matenal, 
for^Ts^ t0 ° r9anizati ° nS * Commissioner 




Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

^nS e T Ma H y 1 * 2 TV he USPT ° 15 Changing the s P ec,al Box designations for 

' Mafstop " corres P° n ding Mail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 

n^ rt £fc n w r o at '°?^ ee Corres P° nde "™ with the United States Patent and Trademark 

onThe USPTO's w^b rf/ h M H 3 ? 25 ' 20 ° 3) - A "*> " the Re ° ister notice ^ila We 

on the USPTO s web site at http.V/www.usDto.Qov/web/menu/cunrent html#reaister 

onth^^qp^^'K 0 ^ 10 m A al,j ? 9 addresses < See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO s web site on April 15, 2003 at httpV/www.usptn goy/mairifcontarts htm 



Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the nules of practice thi. Official 

or the Office's Internet Web site ( www.uspto.gov ) to determine the appropriateness 
and Ma. Stop Designation (if applicable) for all correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

cSS** ryn^S ^content of-this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



Attachment for PTO-94S (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

The below text replices the pre-printed text under the heading, 
"Informatfoo oa How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-941 (Rev. 03/Ci, or earlier) form. 

■ 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 



1. CotmUm «f lafmjlkks - U CfR 145 

New corrected dftwiegs awn be filed with the clunges inaxporittd themn 
UmMfim <■» tTpioddoi thouM iechide thetacofthc tcvecrioo. 
to cceori em, eod mnnrtoe eweocr. or docket number (ifeey) If to 
Mil Kf erin ■ mmk m hit eat hew eaitoed totheeopacetion If eJhea tafeciutioa t* 
provided, k mm be eteccd oa the ttm of etch the* tad with* the too 
ineffit, tfconeceed dwioaf en inquired ie e Notice of AlkmhiEty (fJQt.' 
J7). OMwwor«woyMPfTW Wed wttiaiao THREE MONTH ehp m e ed 
mmmry pi^di«B>»^totheNock«of A*ow«bMk) Cm ftae i oftic* 

ojqr NOT he ohtetaed ooder the omeUeoj of IT CFR I. U«e> or<h)fcrIUef 
the imened dtewh^i liir m oMttojof e Notice of AljowebMhy The , 
dfiwkfi ihoMMtaalcdoeoiepireiepeper«tthe 
the Official Dnftaperxm. 

2. Comctitu other ttiM Informalities Noted by Drafisperson on form PTO- 

All changes to the drawings, other thin informalities noted h\ the Drarisperson. 
MUST be made in the time manner as above except true normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporate into the nev. 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before the application will be 
allowed So changes w..i be permitted to be made, other nan correction of 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved ihe propose *hinges 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the dra<*»nu corecnons within the 
time oenod set in th<» c ached Office communication Sec 3" CFR 
t 85(a) 

Failure to take correct i\ c action v\ ulun the ><r i vl u ill r<;iwlt m 
ABANDONMENT ,<i ih<- jpplic.ii:."> 



